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had been exempt from such a calamity. The
spirit of enterprise evinced on these occasions had
much advanced the reputation of these associa-
tions; and although they were not now united
under any single head, there had grown up among
them a principle of concert in prosecution of com-
mon objects, such as a man of superior energy
and abilities, had such an one chanced to arise
among them, might model into the same descrip-
tion of force that Tymoor and dmngeez Khan
had directed to the devastation of the eastern
world. The rise of Scvajee and of Hyder, both
vapid and both formidable, was a proof that such
things could take place in India as well as in other
countries; and the whole of the unsettled spirits
of Central India were exactly in the condition to
engender such another conqueror* They resem-
bled the bands of Companions that swarmed all
over Europe in the fourteenth century; and
wanted but a loader, whose standard they could
rally round with confidence, * The lawless and in-
dependent character of the Pindarees, and the
mode of their association, which rendered the
chief* responsible to nobody for their acte, and
made it impossible to hold any of th# yagular
powers legitimately answerable for their danger-
ous existence, were the circumstances that made
it necessary to watch their motions with especial
mutioti, it) order to anticipate the effects of any
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